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668 THE GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW 



A Comprehensive Work on Greenland 



G. C. Amdrup and others, edits. Gronland i Tohundredaaret for Hans Egedes Landing. 
Meddelelser om Gronland, Vol. 60, 174 + 567 pp.; maps, diagrs., ills., bibliogr.; Vol. 
61, 795 pp.; maps, diagrs., indexes. With accompanying atlas of 20 plates. C. A. 
Reitzel, Copenhagen, 1921. 30 kroner. ioyi x 7 inches. 

With the co-operation of a number of scientific men the Commission for the Geological 
and Geographical Survey of Greenland issued this comprehensive work in memory of 
the bicentennial of the disembarkation of Hans Egede in Greenland on July 3, 1 721. It 
gives a systematic account of the country and of its development under Danish suprem- 
acy, principally on the basis of the wide and thorough researches during the last fiftv 
years. The work is also meant to serve as a useful book of reference. These volumes 
are the result of the efforts of twenty-two editors and specialists and constitute a striking 
evidence of the co-operative ability of Danish scientific men. The volumes comprise a 
general synopsis, detailed descriptions of the different districts, biographical information, 
and a glossary with explanation of native names. 

The general review gives a description of the natural conditions in the island and the 
surrounding seas — topography, geology, climate, glaciation, fauna, and flora. The Eskimos 
and their old culture — dress, houses, industries, tools, weapons, fishing gear, means of 
communication, social conditions, religion, etc. — are described. 

On December 31, 1918, the total population of Greenland numbered 14,643, of whom 
300 were Europeans. The distribution of the population in the different districts is given 
in detail in a number of tables. Other tables contain statistics of increase, distribution 
as to profession, birth and death, and causes of death. 

Chapters are devoted to trade, fishing and hunting methods and results, business and 
communications, to administration, legal system, religion and education, sanitary con- 
ditions, language and literature, and scientific stations. The leading features of the his- 
tory of Greenland from its discovery by Icelanders in the ninth century, together with 
the history of the scientific exploration of the island, are set forth. 

The work is furnished with a number of good illustrations and is accompanied by an 
atlas with 20 maps, one of which is geological, most of them being topographical maps 
of the coast zone. 



E. Antevs 



Myths and Tales from Greenland 



Knud Rasmussen. Myter og Sagn fra Gronland. 375 pp.; map, ills. Gyldendalske Bog- 
handel, Nordisk Forlag, Copenhagen, Christiania, Berlin, London, 1921. 9^x6 
inches. 

Knud Rasmussen is peculiarly fitted by birth, training, and experience to work among the 
Eskimos, for they are, in a sense of which he is very proud, his own people. He is part 
Eskimo himself, his great-grandmother having been a South Greenland woman. His first 
education came from Greenland schools, and, though he later graduated from the University 
of Copenhagen, majoring in the Eskimo language, the fundamentals he learned in the little 
Greenland schools are still the basis of his knowledge. He speaks fluently the language and 
the dialect of every group along the Greenland coast. 

For thirty years he has traveled the Greenland shores from Cape Farewell to the north- 
ernmost cape. He has visited every village and every group from Angmagsalik to Cape 
York. He has explored long reaches of unknown coast and traveled tens of thousands 
of miles by sledge and kayak with only Eskimo companions. He has lived their life, suf- 
fered their hardships and hazards, known their inmost thought, for thirty years. He has 
studied them as one of them. 

In the complete collection of Eskimo tales and myths from Greenland which he presents 
in this book, he has gathered together the entire product of his long labors on the Greenland 
coast. From the Eskimos themselves he has gathered all this rich harvest of folklore and 
mythology and legend and tradition — sitting beside them in their igloos and writing down 
their tales by the light of their little blubber lamps; camping with them on their long hunts 
for caribou or bear or narwhal ; sledding with them on far exploratory journeys ; dancing and 
singing with them in the storehouses at the trading stations; always recording every new 
story, every significant observation. 



